


HTS HIN 


Connecticut Department of Environmental Protectio Roman f 
Solid Waste Management Unit 


Vol. 7, No. 6 December, 1988 





RECYCLING DECISIONS DUE FROM ALL CT MUNICIPALITIES 


Within the next several weeks, every municipality in the state will be asked to take 
action through contract or resolution to indicate how it intends to meet the 
requirements of the Mandatory Recycling Act. The Act, which will take full effect as 
of January 1, 1991 - just two years from now - prohibits the disposal at landfills and 
energy recovery facilities of materials which are listed by the DEP as “required to be 
recycled.” Considerable attention has been given to the 25% statewide recycling 
oal established in the Act, but it is this prohibition of recyclables from disposal 
acilities which will have the most significant effect on Connecticut's people. 


The proposed materials include cardboard, glass food containers, leaves, metal food 
containers, newspaper, office paper, scrap metal, storage batteries and waste oil. 
These materials will have to be recycled regardless of their source of generation 
and regardless of whether municipalities are already achieving the 25% 
quantitative recycling goal. Consequently, every business and household in the 
state will be sfocied be the law bet by the decisions which the municipalities are 
about to make. The Department encourages everyone to become invalved in 
approving the necessary resolutions and contracts so that regional recycling 
programs can be in place in time to meet the 1991 deadline. 


Regional recycling will have great benefits for municipalities: 


1. Capital Assistance from the Recycling Trust Fund - It is expected that each region 
having a population base of approximately 400,000 will receive a maximum of 
$5.0 million from the Recycling Trust Fund of which $3.0 million has been 

budgeted to provide intermediate processing facilities (exclusive of land costs) 

and $2.0 million has been budgeted to support municipal or regional purchases 
of recycling collection vehicles, household recycling containers, composting 
equipment, initial public education materials, etc. 


2. Savings in Operating Costs through Economies of Scale - The state will not pay 
the operating costs for municipal recycling programs. Given the amount of 
material which will require management under the mandatory law and the 
volatility of markets for some recyclables, it will be extreme! difficult and 
expensive for any municipality to accomplish the state mandate alone. By 
establishing adequately sized regional intermediate processing centers and 
having iy pa personnel take long-term responsibility for many essential 
recycling functions, the costs of operating recycling programs will be 
significantly reduced. Typical regional functions include: grants administration; 
processing center development and management; technical assistance to 
municipalities and businesses in the areas of collection, materials management, 
quality control, and commercial outreach; public education; marketing for 
almost all the mandated materials generated by the residential sector (whether 
centrally collected and processed or not); reporting and program evaluation. 


3. Flexibility and Marketability - Regionalization allows flexibility to deal with 
fluctuating markets, changing market specifications and technological advances. 
With recycling becoming a major component of solid waste management 
throughout the Northeast, control over sizable tlows of recyclable materials and 
the ability to prepare them to the newest market specifications will help ensure 
SUCCESS. 
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WHAT HAS TO BE DONE NEXT? 


Feasibility Study Resolutions: Municipalities which are participants in regional 
recycling feasibility studies being conducted by the Bristol Resource Recovery 
Facility Operating Committee, Capitol Region COG, COG of the Central Naugatuck 
Valley, CT River Estuary RPA, Housatonic RRA, Litchfield Hills Council of Elected 
Officals, Midstate Regional RRA, Northeastern CT Regional RRA, Northwestern CT 
COG, and Windham RPA will be asked to pass resolutions oF spinal their respective 
studies and indicating whether they expect to meet the state mandate through a 
regional program or on a purely local basis. Those municipalities which choose the 
regional option will indicate in which region they plan to participate and will be 
eligible through that region for additional state grants for planning and 
implementation. 


Preliminary Program Design Resolutions: Municipalities participating in the 
recycling program designs being conducted by the South Central COG and the 
Greater Bridgeport Regional Solid Waste Advisory Board will be asked to pass 
resolutions indicating their acceptance of the regional recycling program plans 
prepared under their grants and indicating their intent to continue participation in 
the originat region or to specify another region in which they will participate. They 


will then be eligible through the region of their choice for additional state grants to 


“finalize regional recycling costs, to build and equip recycling facilities, to purchase 


collection and/or composting equipment and to undertake initial public education 
efforts. 


- Program Development Contracts: Municipalities in the Southeastern Region willbe - 
' asked to sign contracts with the Southeastern CT Regional Resource Recovery 


Authority for use of the Groton in dc Facility and for receipt of state grants for 


ousehold recycling containers, and composting 
equipment. 


WHAT ELSE CAN BE DONE NOW? 
Municipalities, while working toward the new regional approach, can: 


~ ~publicize and monitor existing local recycling programs, 

- setup and publicize waste oil collection points for residents, and 

- plan and budget for leaf composting this year. Leaf composting can reduce 
the solid waste stream by up to 10%. 


Businesses and Public Buildings can begin recycling corrugated and white paper by 
making arrangements to collect and en oe clean scrap paper to local paper 
processors. Such commercial and institutional recycling efforts can reduce a 
municipality's waste stream by more then 6%. Lists of such processors and technical 
assistance are available from DEP. 


Everyone can help the recycling program by paying attention to waste reduction: 


- avoiding the purchase of nondurable and nonrecyclable products and, is 
- ee that unwanted but usable items are given to those who will use  ‘{2asser 
them. 


a 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS! z. 
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